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I am watching another weather report  
predicting more rain in Northern Illinois,  
followed by another news report showing the 
further effects of floodwaters seeping into 
yards, basements, garages, schools and  
businesses. I watch in dismay as home- 
owners pile sandbags and stretch sheets of 
plastic over them in hopes of deterring at 
least some of the water that threatens their 
property and possessions. Volunteers fill 
sandbags round the clock in the spirit of  
helping their neighbors, both known and  
unknown. 
In times of tragedy, people tend to pull  
together. Some call it the spirit of humanity 
while others trust in a higher power.  
Regardless of motive, the sense of urgency 
spurs many people into action. Acts of kind-
ness and brotherhood that give hope to  
a community never go unnoticed. It is those 
who step up and show their love and concern 
in any pressing situation that are most  
always noticed, although they probably aren’t 
seeking attention. For the Christian, it is 
what God calls us to. 
Martin Luther points out the grace that we 
are given as a free gift from God. It is a gift  
of salvation that we do not have a hand in, 
and it comes to us undeserved. It is in our 
comprehension of the incredible value of  
this gift we have been given, that we are 
overwhelmed by God’s unbelievable love and 
generosity, and are driven to our knees in 
gratitude and humility. It is from this sense  
of awe that we are driven to give back—in 
thanks and praise for all that we have been 
blessed with. 
Whether it is filling sandbags, handing out 
coffee at a Red Cross emergency station, 
helping to rehab a flood damaged home, 
working a shift at a local PADS site, or  
growing food to help feed the homeless and 
underprivileged people who inhabit space 

within our communities, you are meeting a 
serious need—and at the same time, growing 
God’s kingdom, even if you’re only handing 
out a cup of water. 
Make no mistake, the Holy Spirit is working 
in your heart continuously, massaging it, 
washing it clean and making a home for  
itself. Our only true act in this regard is to  
put out the welcome mat. And when we do, 
God sets us on a journey in which we put the 
spiritual gifts we have been given to use, to 
work God’s wonders in the lives of those who 
so desperately are in need of all you have to 
give. 
So where do we begin? In the coming days 
and months, there will be opportunities for  
us to serve others in our community as well 
as in our church. Many of these prospects are 
open to us at this very moment if we would 
only open our eyes and ears to them. Need is 
always alive. But before some of these  
organized church opportunities arise, there 
will be a link posted on our website and at 
the end of this article that will allow you to 
take a brief, 20-30 minute survey of your 
Spiritual Gifts. Once submitted, you will be 
given results that will make it so much easier 
for you to understand the ways in which God 
has gifted each and every one of us to do 
God’s work in God’s Kingdom, in the ways 
that God created us to accomplish that work. 
I pray that you will faithfully participate in 
this survey and might willingly submit your-
selves to using these gifts to the best of your 
abilities to serve those among us who need 
that special gift that you have to offer. In  
utilizing the combined gifts that bring us  
together as a holistic, loving and serving 
community, we can help build God’s kingdom 
here on earth—and make Hope Lutheran 
Church a household name in our community. 
That website is: spiritualgiftstest.com Please 
sign in to the appropriate survey, adult or 
youth, and at the end of the survey, make a 
copy of the results for yourself. Then in the 
“send to” box on the site, send a copy of your 
results to: hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net 
Thanks, in advance. I hope you will find this 
to be most enlightening! 
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  Message from Janice PetersonMessage from Janice PetersonMessage from Janice PetersonMessage from Janice Peterson    
                                                                                            Congregational President . . .Congregational President . . .Congregational President . . .Congregational President . . .    
    
As I write this I am on vacation.  Vacation from mowing the lawn, house cleaning, 
laundry, paying bills and all the day to day chores.  Not vacation from seeing the 
beauty of God’s creation though.   But even in the midst of blue skies, sparkling 
water, endless trees and soaring eagles – life is not perfect.  And it is the times 
when life is not perfect (which is a lot of the time) that I realize the perfection of 
God’s plan.  He gave us Christ and He gave us each other. 
 

God gave us each other for support and encouragement.  When times got tough 
God gave Elizabeth and Mary each other.  God gave Ruth and Naomi each other.  
You’ll notice that I mentioned women (and women from different generations) who helped, supported and 
loved one another.  That’s because I specifically want to mention the unique opportunity that we have at 
Hope from time to time.  An opportunity to get together for coffee or perhaps brunch with other women from 
our church. The Women’s Weekend Coffee is a great time for women to come together to love one another 
and soak up wisdom from one another and cross generational lines to do it. 
 

Watch for the next Women’s Weekend Coffee to be announced.  Plan to come and bless each other with 
your presence. 

 

 Grounds for Hope Cafe   
Will resume on Rally Day September 10 

Here are the highlights of the June and July Council meetings: 

The Properties committee will meet once per quarter for future meetings.  Gary 
Kennedy is compiling a list of needs to keep our building in tip top shape. 

All youth in attendance at the bon fire at the Pankiewicz's home had an enjoyable 
time. 

6 students attended the youth training camp in Lake Geneva. 

The  sock and food collections/donations  were very successful.  Thank you to all 
who made donations. 

The Interfaith Thanksgiving service will be held at Temple Chai this year. 

On Reformation Sunday, Oct. 29, there will be 1 service followed by a Reformation 
fair. 

Chuck Johnson motioned to approve the concept of goals for Hope Lutheran 
Church.     Seconded.  Discussion and motion passed. 

28 children, 9 teen leaders and 14 adult volunteers participated in VBS.  Thank you to all involved! 

$250 was donated to the children in Peru for clean water.  These donations were made by the people involved with 
VBS. 

Anyone interested in teaching Sunday School this year please contact Pastor Jim or Suzanne Burns. Rally Sunday 
and the pig roast will take place Sept. 10. 

Sept. 3, Hope Lutheran Church will participate in the Buffalo Grove Days parade with a tuneful float. 
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Rebuilding by the RiverRebuilding by the RiverRebuilding by the RiverRebuilding by the River    

The 4th Annual Interfaith Service TripThe 4th Annual Interfaith Service TripThe 4th Annual Interfaith Service TripThe 4th Annual Interfaith Service Trip    

July 30July 30July 30July 30----August 3, 2017August 3, 2017August 3, 2017August 3, 2017    

    
The Northwest Suburban Interfaith Council is sponsoring its fourth annual service trip 
“Rebuilding the River”.  The group will be travelling to the greater St. Louis area to rebuild 

people’s homes destroyed in “the Great Flash Flood” of December 2015.   
 

Eleven members of Hope will be joining the group.  Our prayers for a safe trip go with all 
those participating. 
 

If you would like to be a part of our effort, donations are most truly appreciated and  

encouraged.  Please direct any funds to the church, designating “Mission Trip” on your check 
or envelope. 

 
Sunday September 3—in observance of the Labor Day holiday weekend, we will 
worship together in one service at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Regular Summer Worship schedule: 
 8:30 a.m.    Traditional Worship Service 
 10:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship Service 

 
We continue our series of worship services based on the topic “What does it mean to be a  
Lutheran?”  Each Sunday, we will explore the core themes of Lutheranism through sermon, 
song and prayer.  The Worship and Music Committee believes that, through this worship series, 
Hope will grow in understanding of the commonality of Lutheran beliefs, and what it means to 
be one body of Christ in the Lutheran Church.  We look forward to seeing you! 

Corn and Pig Roast 
 

Tickets sales for the corn and pig roast on September 10 will go on 
sale August 13 at both services. The pig roast lunch will be served  
after the 11 am worship service. Not only will the food be delicious, 
it’s a time for great fellowship. This year both children and adults 
will be entertained by Master Ron, who will entertain us with a 
Christian program which will include his Balloon Artist skills,  
Juggling, Magic and Plate Spinning.  
 
Please join us!!!  

Rally Day—September 10 
 
Sunday School will be starting for ages 3 and up,  
9:45—10:45 each Sunday. 
 
Sunday School registration will begin in early August. 
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.   BOOK NOOK 
 

Follow along with us at Book Nook as we read the following books: 
 

September: “All the Light We Cannot See”  by Anthony Doerr 

October:     “The Shack” by William P. Young 

November:  “Matters of Faith” by Kristy Kiernan 

December:  “The Case for Christ” (brunch & movie) 

January:     “The Orphan’s Tale” by Pam Jenoff 

February:   “Seven Women and the Secret of their Greatness”  

                         by Eric Metaxas 

March:       “It’s Okay about It” by Lauren Casper 

April:         “A Fall of Marigolds” by Susan Meissner 

May:          Annual Breakfast and Book Selection for next year. 
 

As always, all are invited to join us in lively discussions of these books. We meet on the third 

Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the small fellowship hall at church. These book selections 

are available at your local library or by ordering them from Amazon or Christian Books. No need  

to come every month – just when you can. You are always welcome! Any questions or for more 

information contact Andie Van Spankeren at 847-541-2169 or andievs@comcast.net. 

The Hopefuls are seeking additional bowlers for our league!! 

 

Did you know that Hope's bowling league is over 30 years old?  The Hopefuls bowl every 

other Sunday evening at Brunswick Zone in Deer Park. Not only is the league a time for 

fun and fellowship with our teammates, but it also provides a charitable aspect, as a  

portion of the fees our bowlers pay each session funds charities of our choosing.  

 

We are looking to fill a new team of 4 bowlers, as well as add additional bowlers for 

existing team openings and alternates.  Here are the details… 

** The 2017-2018 season begins on Sunday, September 10 at 5:30pm. We meet at the alley starting on this date and 

every other Sunday thereafter at 5:30pm (exact dates to be provided, however there are a few exceptions due to 

some holidays falling on a Sunday).  We bowl a total of 18 sessions and finish up the season in May 2018. The weekly 

fee is $15.00 per bowler, and a portion of this fee is earmarked for charitable organizations.  Brunswick Zone is  

located at 21080 N. Rand Road in Deer Park.  

** We bowl 3 games each session which takes about 2 hours to complete.  Brunswick Zone maintains the team 

standings and individual player stats for our league. The league is a handicapped league to give every team and 

bowler an equal chance to win in every game.  Last year the averages ranged from 100 to 164.  

** Our league can accommodate 6 total teams with 4 bowlers each.  We are looking for additional bowlers this  

season to fill a new team, as well as fill vacant spots on existing teams. We also need alternates to replace bowlers 

that may need to miss sessions. Team members and alternates do not need to be members of Hope, so if you have 

any friends or family that would like to participate, that would be great!! 

** Can't make it to a Sunday session? No problem! You are able to pre-bowl at any time prior to the date you will 

miss and your scores will be applied to the overall totals for that week.  

** Shoes and balls are available at the alley. Also, as part of the league "perks" you receive 2 FREE practice games 

per week (and discounted rates off additional practice games), 20% off food and non-alcoholic drinks, and discounts 

at the pro shop!! 

 

Come join the fun!!  No experience necessary!!  A sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex. Please sign up on or before 

Sunday, August 20.  

Questions?  Please contact Sharon Anderson - league president, at sharonandjeff@comcast.net or (847) 520-7245.  



    

GIFT CARD PROGRAMGIFT CARD PROGRAMGIFT CARD PROGRAMGIFT CARD PROGRAM    
  
It’s time to stock up on school supplies from kindergarten through high 
school.  And if you’ve got someone going away to college, Walmart,  
Target and Bed, Bath & Beyond gift cards will help you and those in our 
community who could use some help as well.  And speaking of SCHOOL SCHOOL SCHOOL SCHOOL 
SUPPLIESSUPPLIESSUPPLIESSUPPLIES, we will be collecting everything from pencils to backpacks to 
donate to Pacific Garden MissionPacific Garden MissionPacific Garden MissionPacific Garden Mission and LSSILSSILSSILSSI, and by using gift cards to buy 
those supplies, you will be helping in two ways!   You may call or email 

either of us or Ann and tell us what you want, or you may just write the cards you want on a note 
and leave it in the box on the info table – you do NOT have to use the computeryou do NOT have to use the computeryou do NOT have to use the computeryou do NOT have to use the computer, so don’t let that 
deter you from ordering.   Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with Be sure to include a check made out to HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH with 
GIFT CARDS marked in the memo line.GIFT CARDS marked in the memo line.GIFT CARDS marked in the memo line.GIFT CARDS marked in the memo line.    
 
Orders and checks are due by the 1111stststst    Sunday of each monthSunday of each monthSunday of each monthSunday of each month and the cards will be available by the 
end of the week.  August orders are due on    Sunday, August 6Sunday, August 6Sunday, August 6Sunday, August 6thththth    .  I.  I.  I.  If you are unable to attend church 
that day, just drop your order in the box early or give us a call.  Questions?  Let us know – we will be 
happy to answer them. 
 
Jan Sirabian – 847-537-7926 - jsirabian@leonettiassoc.com  
Gina Vera – 847 -439-0561 - veragram@netzero.net  
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Community Relations wants you to know... 
 
 

 
On Sunday, June 25th, Hope again served as the half-way rest stop for the  
Interfaith Council’s annual iWalk for Hunger.  Approximately 150 people  
participated, and $6000.00 was raised to support our local food pantries.   
Here at Hope, music and snacks kept everyone  going!   Check our website  
hopelutheran-elca.org   to see pictures from this event. 
 
 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

In recognition of “God’s Work—Our Hands” Sunday, we will again be collecting  

school supplies to be donated to needy children through LSSI and Pacific Garden  

Mission.  Please bring your donations to the church no later than September 10,  

when we will bless these gifts before delivering them to these organizations. 

    

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————----    

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  had a very impressive team show up for the American Cancer Society  
Relay for Life on June 2, 2017 at Twin Groves Jr High.  We had a tent, snacks, fellowship and a lot of 
fun.  A huge THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU to everyone who attended, as well as everyone who contributed to a great 
cause.  I think we did an excellent job of showing our community who we are!  
The HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH team raised $2,665 $2,665 $2,665 $2,665 , placing us #5#5#5#5 in fundraising, so again, thank you 
so much to everyone who participated in any way.  If you intended to donate and did not get to it, just 
click on the link below.  Donations will still be credited to the 2017 Relay up until August 31, 2017. 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17LS?

team_id=2161155&pg=team&fr_id=81500&_ga=1.259542467.890676328.1369081091  
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Youth Group:Youth Group:Youth Group:Youth Group:    
Examples Word OriginExamples Word OriginExamples Word OriginExamples Word Origin----    
nounnounnounnoun    

    an organization of young people, as for social purposes, usually under the sponsorship of a church, an organization of young people, as for social purposes, usually under the sponsorship of a church, an organization of young people, as for social purposes, usually under the sponsorship of a church, an organization of young people, as for social purposes, usually under the sponsorship of a church,     
political organization, or the like.political organization, or the like.political organization, or the like.political organization, or the like.    
    

Hope’s Youth Group is all about social events, intended for bonding and forming friendships among the 
young people of Hope Lutheran Church.  Hope’s Youth Group currently is broken down into two categories; 
Junior High and Senior High.  Many times, the groups are combined, while separate events are offered for 
both groups. 
 
Plenty of planning goes into Youth Group events.  Our committee will meet on Monday, August 21committee will meet on Monday, August 21committee will meet on Monday, August 21committee will meet on Monday, August 21stststst    at 7:00 at 7:00 at 7:00 at 7:00 
pmpmpmpm at church to plan out our entire calendar of events for the 2017/2018 school year.  If you are interested 
in helping to plan out this year or if you are interested in being a part of this fun, active group, please plan 
on joining us that evening.  If you can’t join us but are still interested…please talk to any one of our youth 
group leaders.  We’d love to have new members join our group! 
 
This year’s Youth Group kick-off event is scheduled for Sunday, August 27Sunday, August 27Sunday, August 27Sunday, August 27thththth, immediately following the  
contemporary service.  Lunch will be provided and then we will head to ParKing in Lincolnshire for a round 
of mini-golf, followed by a trip to Dairy Queen!  The cost is $10 per youth. 
 
New Horizons, our Senior High group, will also meet throughout the school year on the 3333rdrdrdrd    Wednesday of Wednesday of Wednesday of Wednesday of 
every month at 6:30 pmevery month at 6:30 pmevery month at 6:30 pmevery month at 6:30 pm at church.  Dinner and dessert is always included and we always plan things to do 
that will make everyone go home with a side-stitch from laughing so hard.  Mark your calendars now!!! 

Senior High Sunday School meets during the regular Sunday School hour and will include a bible study 
and delicious treats.  This meeting time tends to be a little more serious, but still fun and your youth 
won’t go away without laughing at something! 

 
Social purposes…that’s what our Youth Group is all about.  Oh yeah…sometimes we throw in service projects 
too, like Feed My Starving Children!  Please encourage or even push your child to join Hope’s Youth Group, if 
they’re in 7th-12th grade.  The benefits are awesome and the reward is life-lasting.  Hope’s Youth Leaders 
truly believe youth group attendance should be a priority.  Although parents are the primary spiritual  
Influence on your children, we believe that a strong youth ministry plays a vital role in your child’s overall 
spiritual development. 
 
To Reach a Generation, 
Hope’s Youth Committee 
Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer, Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam 
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Board of Trustees News 
June/July  2017 
 
PROJECTS IN PROGRESS 
 

Permit process with awning, waiting for Long Grove  
 approval. 
Netting/barrier installed in belfry to prevent bats from  
 entering.   
New mirrors installed in lower level bathrooms. 
Equipment and mechanical schedule/cost replacement schedule being created. 
 

 GARDENS 
Giant planter purchased. Watering/ gardening continuing by church members. 
 

MONUMENT SIGN 
Quote received from our electrician to run electricity/ lights to sign.  More quotes needed. 

 
NEW EQUIPMENT 

New rack purchased for sound system. 
Repossessed copier purchased to replace old one (too expensive to repair and parts no longer 

available).  
 

 
If you have any questions about the church or property, suggestions or input, please reach out to 
Renee Clark (847.612.0027), or any of the Trustees: Gary Kennedy, Kathy Whitehead, Bryan 
Nielsen, Bill Peterson, John Heinzinger. 

 

MMMMISSION, ISSION, ISSION, ISSION, OOOOUTREACH & UTREACH & UTREACH & UTREACH & MMMMEMBERSHIP EMBERSHIP EMBERSHIP EMBERSHIP     
June/July 2017 SummaryJune/July 2017 SummaryJune/July 2017 SummaryJune/July 2017 Summary    

    
    

                                                                            Mission, Outreach & Membership  (MOM) Mission, Outreach & Membership  (MOM) Mission, Outreach & Membership  (MOM) Mission, Outreach & Membership  (MOM)     
Hope has so many diverse activities to offer members & guests…its hard to put all of Hope has so many diverse activities to offer members & guests…its hard to put all of Hope has so many diverse activities to offer members & guests…its hard to put all of Hope has so many diverse activities to offer members & guests…its hard to put all of 
them on one page. We refer to these as Hopes WOW factor… So our primary goal is to  them on one page. We refer to these as Hopes WOW factor… So our primary goal is to  them on one page. We refer to these as Hopes WOW factor… So our primary goal is to  them on one page. We refer to these as Hopes WOW factor… So our primary goal is to      

    

COMMUNICATE THE WOWCOMMUNICATE THE WOWCOMMUNICATE THE WOWCOMMUNICATE THE WOW    
    

        To have To have To have To have HOPEHOPEHOPEHOPE    be known as a place be known as a place be known as a place be known as a place where all are welcome where all are welcome where all are welcome where all are welcome     
                                        to learn, explore and grow to learn, explore and grow to learn, explore and grow to learn, explore and grow in the in the in the in the ChristianChristianChristianChristian    faithfaithfaithfaith    

    

How ????    

* Reach out and engage the "community" 

* Enhance/expand Youth and Adult programs & events 
* Increase attendance and participation 



To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070. 
 

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement church-wide 
via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.  
 

To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:  
pmater@aol.com 
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The Hopeful” is now available each month on our website:  
www.hopelutheran-elca.org and also via email. 
 

If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of “The Hopeful,” please notify the church of-
fice at the following email address: “hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net” It will then be emailed 
to you in pdf format each month. 
 

By reading the newsletter online (or printing it out yourself) you will save both on paper and 
mailing costs! Don’t wait! Please contact Ann in the church office today. Thank you! 

    HOPE’S THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’s GROUPHOPE’S THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’s GROUPHOPE’S THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’s GROUPHOPE’S THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’s GROUP    

Our Thursday evening Men’s group continues its Our Thursday evening Men’s group continues its Our Thursday evening Men’s group continues its Our Thursday evening Men’s group continues its 

series of fascinating…and at times controversial series of fascinating…and at times controversial series of fascinating…and at times controversial series of fascinating…and at times controversial 

videos followed by energetic discussion. Lately, videos followed by energetic discussion. Lately, videos followed by energetic discussion. Lately, videos followed by energetic discussion. Lately, 

we have been using short 2minutewe have been using short 2minutewe have been using short 2minutewe have been using short 2minute----10 minute 10 minute 10 minute 10 minute     

videos created by Rob Bell. Really fun stuff. AND videos created by Rob Bell. Really fun stuff. AND videos created by Rob Bell. Really fun stuff. AND videos created by Rob Bell. Really fun stuff. AND 

our history of enjoying great food continues. our history of enjoying great food continues. our history of enjoying great food continues. our history of enjoying great food continues. 

Please join us at 6:30 Please join us at 6:30 Please join us at 6:30 Please join us at 6:30 

each Thursday. each Thursday. each Thursday. each Thursday.     

 

Women's Weekend Coffee Break 
The fun continues!  Please join us on  

Sunday, September 24 

12:15 p.m. 
Dolce Italian Caffe & Bakery 

4204 N. Arlington Heights Rd. 

(1/2 mile from church) 
for a great time with the ladies of Hope. 

Stop by for a coffee or tea or a bite to 
eat.  Sign-up is by the coffee cove in the 
gathering area.  Hope to see you there! 

What are your wishes & dreams for Hope? 
The Mutual Ministry  

Committee has set up a 

“comment” box in the  

Narthex. If you would like to 

express a wish or dream 

about one of Hope’s many 

ministries, please feel free to drop a note in 

the little lavender box. The committee will 

check this box before each meeting or at a 

minimum of four times a year. Immediate 

concerns should be brought to Pastor Jim or 

the church office. For more information, 

please feel free to contact any member of the 

Mutual Ministry Committee: Doug Fritsch, 

Joanne Johnson, Bob Marks, Dwight Mater, 

Jodi Pease or Pastor Jim Andrews. 

Celebrate Reformation Day! 

 
 Share the story of Martin Luther and the other  

Reformation Heroes! 
The Reformation Committee is planning a big celebration 

for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, 

on October 29th. 

 

If you would like to help, please 

contact the church office. 
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1660 Checker Rd. 

Long Grove, IL 60047 

www.hopelutheran-elca.org 

Declare God’s love. 
Do God’s will. 

Dance with the Spirit. 

 

 
Regular Sunday Worship: 

  8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
 10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 

   
Labor Day Weekend—Sunday September 3 

  One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
   

 

Find Hope on-line at www.hopelutheran-elca.org or join 
Hope on Facebook by using the link on the website or by 

searching for ‘Hope Lutheran Church—Long Grove, IL’ and 
then clicking on the ‘Like” button. The website and Facebook 
page have updates on events at Hope, pictures and other 

miscellaneous information. 


